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Research on the Construction History of Boat Racecourses in Japan

and the Reasons for the Selection of Water Surfaces

OmEMtEER",  EIRE?
*Yuri Takayanagi', Ryo Sugahara?

After World War II, boat racing attracted attention in Japan as one of the public sports for the purpose of reconstruction of various
industries and increase of local government finances. Currently, 24 boat racecourses are operated under the supervision of the Ministry
of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism. However, the location characteristics, size, construction history, and reasons for
selecting the water surfaces of boat racecourses in Japan have not been clarified in previous studies. The purpose of this paper is to
understand the general situation of boat racecourses in Japan, the construction process and the reasons for the selection of water surfaces.
As aresult, it was found that the social conditions at the time of construction had a great influence on the background of boat races in

Japan, and that the reasons for the selection of water surfaces were related to the characteristics of each region.
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Table 1 Overview of Boat Racecourses in Japan
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