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"My stay at CST,

By Maria Cecilia Narvaez-Reyes

Faculty, Liberal Arts Department, Technological University of the Philippines at Cavite
Visiting Foreign Fellow, Department of General Education,

College of Science and Technology, Nihon University

It was a cold, rainy night when I first set foot in
Japan. I felt an unexplainable tinge of sadness.
Something must be wrong, I thought. I couldn’t go
back, of course. And so it left me no choice but to go
anyway. With so many things running in my mind, I
went on to meet Professor Akira Tanioka who was
patiently waiting for my coming at the Lobby of
Narita International Airport.

I finally met Professor Tanioka. And as he showed
me the way out of the airport, I gathered my
strength and went on to what lies ahead of my
twenty-eight-day stay at the Funabashi Campus of
Nihon University.

Little did I know that it would be the best 28 days of
my lifel

General Education of the College of Science and
Technology, Nihon University sent an invite for a
collaborative research with the its English sector’s
e-learning research group through the Visiting
Foreign Fellowship Program. The e-learning team
is in its beginning stages of developing a computer
network and software system, with complementary
classroom support, to develop the receptive skills
of listening and reading of the science students.
Similarly, I have developed a courseware on writing
for the use of engineering technology students at the
Technological University of the Philippines at Cavite
(TUPC). It appeared to be a very ideal partnership
among English teachers like us who never get tired
of finding ways to provide our students effective
means to assist our students’ language learning.
What I thought to be weeks of adjustment turned out
to be just a few days as the e-learning group made its
way to reach out and assist in whatever way possible.
I started to enjoy my stay at Funabashi campus.
Going to the library and working in my laboratory
every single day became second nature to me. I even
found the class observations I had with Chika Hajima-
sensei, Takashi Suzuki-sensei, Mototsugu Tae-sensei
and Akira Tanioka-sensei my other laboratories as
they provided very useful insights on certain aspects
about language delivery and instruction.

I forgot counting the days as I became acquainted
with the English professors as we shared our insights
and worthy opinions about language, student learning
and more! I began to think that this was not only a
mere collaborative effort between CST and TUPC
but also about nurturing a lasting bond of friendship
among people who got a lot of smile and care to give.
It was also exhilarating to be doing extension works
as I had given such considerable role to participate
in the development of the students’ English
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language proficiency, even for a very short time : (1)
Professor Osamu Saijo of the Department of Oceanic
Architecture and Engineering facilitated a three-
day English Clinic for Graduate students who were
presenters in international conferences, (2) Research
Assistant Akiko Kishiue arranged an English
Encounter with Graduate students of the Department
of Transportation Engineering and Socio-Technology,
and (3) Editing some research works and papers.

The highlight of my four-week stay was a lecture-
forum on the Framework for a Courseware on
Writing for Engineering Technology on June 2 held
at room 1423 of the 14th building. In attendance were
graduate students, research associates and professors
whom now I regard as important persons of my life
as a visiting foreign fellow at Nihon University.

My fully-booked schedule at CST had provided me
little time for the usual tour at some of the scenic
spots in Japan. But I didn’t mind. In fact, I never
felt the need to go around the place that time. I was
having the greatest time that I could ever imagine.
The members of the e-learning research team made
me their fellow in the truest sense of a word. And
through these wonderful people I have seen the
unique beauty of the Land of the Rising Sun.

Maria Cecilia N-Reyes (vU7 £¥Y7 N-LA1IR)
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