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Visit at CST, Nihon University

This is my second visit at CST, the first was a couple
of years back. Both visits were of four weeks. Last time
I came with my wife and daughter but this time | am
alone.

On both occasions Prof. Shinichi Deguchi was at Narita
airport and escorted us at the guest house in
Funabashi Campus. We liked this guest house very
much, particularly for its quiet and pleasant
atmosphere.

My daughter read in the junior school at the same
campus, which was arranged by Prof. Deguchi. In fact
she learnt good Japanese and also remembers it very
well. She loved the art of origami and became quite an
expert.

My wife, who is a freelancer with a doctorate in
geography, spent her time mostly at the nearby
libraries. There were two excellent ones in the Chiba-
Funabashi area that had a large collection of english
books. She gained a lot and, after returning to India,
wrote several articles that were widely appreciated.
During my first visit we travelled to some places
including a trip to the Sacred Fujiyama. This almost
symmetrical mountain (there is a slight asymmetry
that makes it more natural), associated with several
myths and legends, presents spectacular views. We
remember, in particular, a superb snapshot of Mt. Fuji
while travelling by a shinkansen superexpress. Finally,
a ride on the computerised train Yurikamome through
the Tokyo water front gave us a nice picture of
modern Tokyo.

Since | was invited by Nihon University, | made it a
point to learn something about its history. There is a
good bulletin kept at the guest house and | browsed
through it. Keeping the basics of Japanese culture and
tradition, it all started from alaw school.

| was therefore not surprised to find that, amongst the
recipients of the honorary doctor's degree from Nihon
University, the largest number came from the faculty
of law. My attention was drawn to the twenty eighth
(28th) recipient. It was Justice Radha Benod Pal from
Calcutta (now Kolkata), India. Justice Pal, it may be
recollected, was the only judge in the international
panel of eleven members, who gave a dissent opinion
during the Tokyo trial. | felt awarm and genuine sense
of appreciation for Nihon University for giving thisrare
honour to Justice Pal.

My acquaintance with my host, Prof. Shinichi Deguchi,
began about 56 years ago when | was visiting KEK
(T sukuba) as a JSPS fellow and he invited me to give a
seminar at Nihon University. After the seminar we
discussed about a possible collaborative program. T his
is still continuing. Prof. Deguchi has also visited our
Centre at Kolkata several times. Together we have
published a paper on the formulation of gauge theories
on a sphere that generalises as well as simplifies
previous research. We have now completed our second
paper which extends our earlier paper to include

Rabin Banerjee, Professor
S. N. Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences,
JD Block, Sector lll, Salt Lake, Kolkata-700098, India

supersymmetry. Soon this will be submitted to a
journal.

On both of my visits | gave a short pedagogical set
of lectures to the students on "Introduction to
noncommutative gauge theory". It was quite well
attended. Compared to my earlier visit, this time |
found the students more interactive with a better
command of English language. | gave them many
problems for home-work. They meticulously did those
problems and showed me their results. Sometimes they
came to my office for discussions or just clarifying their
doubts. Although | cannot remember all their names,
there were some like Takafumi Suzuki (first masters),
Koichiro Umetsu (first doctors), Junichi Note (first
masters), Akiyuki Kinouchi (second doctors), Shunsuke
Kutsuzawa (first masters) and Tetsu Ebihare (second
masters) with whom | developed familiarity.

A plus paint of coming to work at Nihon University is
its proximity to other academic centres like the one at
KEK (Tsukuba). This time also | visited KEK, apart
from spending a couple of days at Tohoku University
(Sendai). From Sendai | went for sightseeing at the
famous Matsushima islands- supposed to be one of the
three most scenic places in Japan. Indeed, the boat trip
there was truly memorable. | will conclude my
expressions by giving an anecdote. Soon after my
arrival on 3rd Sep. 2007, one day | was having lunch at
the University cafeteria together with Prof. Deguchi
(my host) and Prof. Kazuo Fujikawa, a highly respected
physicist. | was telling them that Nihon University is
really big when Prof. Fujikawa quipped "Well, the
name also is big; take Tokyo University ? it only
includes Tokyo but take Nihon University ? it includes
the whole of Japan". | have felt that Nihon University is
truly big ?in size, in name and in heart.
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