TR 24 FE BAKXFEIFE FWNHEBERHRE

ERES Iy NERE

& FEFEIRR DEH R

fF LR

Abstract

E. Lucas challenged to prove that a square pyramid of cannon-balls consists of a square number of balls
only when it has 24 balls along its base. In this talk, we describe an elementary proof of this fact, that is the
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+ 22 = 9 has the only solution (z,y) =

(24,70) when z is an even positive integer.
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