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Improvement in the cemetery slum of the Navotas cemetery

Acquisition of residence rights of the cemetery slum
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The number of slum residents in the world is on an increasing trend, according to the United Nations Environment Program,
one billion people are said to be doubled in the next 25 years. Meanwhile, slumming in the Philippines is regarded as a serious
problem.In the mid-1980s, the long-standing military regime and the corrupted dictatorship that ended by the Educa
revolution. After the revolution, the farmers left the region where the strict regulations had been laid, moved to a big city like
Manila seeking a better life place. They did not have the funds to establish their lives The action they took was to make illegal
slums throughout the city. The number of people who move to cities increases, and the slums continue to expand. As a result,
people will also advance to public places such as cemeteries. In recent years, Philippine economy is eeling as a result of
overseas investment and development of manufacturing industry. The population of the country has exploded and the total
population of Manila has reached over 20 million people. It is one of the metropolitan areas with a remarkable economic
growth exceeding 10 million people in Metro Manila. In Manila it is said that 37% of the population and indeed more than 4
million people are slum dwellers. As seen in other developing countries, poverty is often left behind due to too fast pace of
growth. In Manila, not everyone benefits from economic growth but simply increases the number of poor people living in a
poor living environment. In Nabotas Cemetery, which is one such illegal slum, it is said that around 6,000 people live among
the tombstones as of 2014.
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Figure 1. Navotas common cemetery [1]
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Figure 2. GDP growth rate in Japan and the Philippines [2]
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Figure 3. Cemetery slum [3]
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