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A Study on the Development of Street Seating for Public Benefit
Trend Analysis of Pedestrian-Friendly Road Designations Transitioning from
COVID-19 Special Occupancy Exceptions
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Abstract: This study examines the development of public street seating in Japan, focusing on trends in road space utilization after transitioning
from COVID-19 exceptions to the HOKOMICHI system in 2023. Key findings include: (1) Community development organizations are most
effective in managing road occupancy; (2) Goals must balance store revenue with creating lively public spaces; (3) Dining facilities should
integrate public amenities like benches and event spaces. We recommend designating special areas for pedestrian use, prioritizing community-
led management, and designing flexible spaces that serve both commercial and public interests. based on data collected in 2024, aim to guide
future implementation of public street seating, enhancing urban vitality while balancing commercial and public interests in road space utilization.
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