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A Study on the Formation of Monzenmachi Focusing on the Changes in Mountain Belief Settlements
For the Togakushi community
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One element that is common to many of Monzenmachi is the approach. However, the relationship between the approach and the
town is still unclear. In this study, we conducted a comparative analysis of Togakushi village in Nagano prefecture, which is one of
the nine mountainous areas where the old landscape is still relatively intact, using illustrations from the early Meiji period and the
present. As a result, in both Hoko-sha and Tyu-sha, the layout of buildings and paths existed before the early Meiji period, while
changes such as additions, remodeling, and an increase in paths were observed. The above results suggest that the location of the

shrines in important religious sites may be an indicator of the ability to control later changes.
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