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Research On Facility Locations And Service Areas Of Local Childcare Support Facilities
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This study examines the location of child-rearing support centers in Japan, currently 8,016 nationwide, still short of the 10,000 targets.

Using 545 centers from 30 municipalities, six standardized indicators on population and transport were analyzed with Ward’s method.

Four types emerged: urban-concentrated and population-dense centers with high demand, and rural-dispersed and wide-area centers

facing access and coverage issues. Future work will relate clusters to facility attributes and demographics, assessing policy alignment

to improve planning and management.
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