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A Study on the Terminology and Definitions of Private Community Hubs
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In recent years, public facilities have been increasingly expected to serve as community hubs, fostering interaction and integrating

with their urban context. In parallel, privately operated community spaces—such as community cafés and informal civic centers—

are more flexible and tailored to the local community.

This study explores the terminology and definitions of these private community spaces to clarify their roles and inform future

research on community-based infrastructure. This study analyzes existing research on privately operated community spaces and finds

that "community café" is the most commonly used term. These spaces are often food-oriented and aim to foster local interaction and

belonging. While various names are used with unclear definitions, they all serve as community gathering places. Due to their flexible

nature, these spaces resist a single unified definition.
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