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A Study on the Exhibition Space Design of Special Exhibitions in Contemporary Art Museums

Through special exhibitions at museums in Tokyo
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Contemporary museums have evolved into multifunctional institutions that, beyond collection and exhibition, engage in

education, social interaction, and urban relationships. Special exhibitions increasingly serve as vital mechanisms for renewing

visitor experience. This study investigates eight exhibitions held in Tokyo in 2025, analyzing spatial composition and

circulation design. Findings reveal that route-based layouts emphasize experiential continuity, while free circulation fosters

active exploration and immersion. Repetition of spaces encourages reflective perspectives, and sound- or image-based

displays create augmented-reality-like experiences. Overall, combining free circulation with opportunities for overview

enhances sustainability of engagement, suggesting museums function as experiential devices rather than static containers.
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