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A Study on the Role of Shopping Centers and Shopping Districts in Local Communities

—Through comparison of spatial characteristics—
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*Yusuke Suzuki!, Aono OkawaZ, Shinya Satoh?

Even today, shopping centers (hereafter SC) continue to expand, and due to their impact and the declining birthrate and aging

population, various shopping districts are closing down. This study aims to clarify the differing roles of shopping centers and

shopping streets within their respective communities by summarizing and comparing their spatial characteristics. It reveals that

shopping centers function as connection points to the community through their entrances and exits, providing stable services through

advertising via large signage. In contrast, shopping streets function as connection points through their individual stores, creating

opportunities for lingering and communication through the characteristics and forms of their storefronts.
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