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From Boundary to Connection: Integrated Regeneration of Historical Moats and Environmental Devices in the Case
of the Imperial Palace Moats
VERR(EIR T OIF B2,
Shinji Sato!, * Yu Sakai?

In contemporary society, moats are often seen merely as historical relics, while environmental concerns dominate public attention.
This study proposes regenerating moats as passive purification devices, simultaneously addressing cultural heritage and
environmental challenges. By restoring water circulation, moats can improve urban ecology and serve as public spaces that reconnect
citizens with nature.

Historically, moats functioned as boundaries, while modern infrastructure became hidden from civic life. Separating historical
preservation from environmental regeneration divides “memory” and “function” within the city. Instead, this project envisions moats

as points of connection—both environmental infrastructure and civic space—linking past and present, citizens and the city, toward a

sustainable future for Tokyo as a water city.
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Figure 1. Photographed near Otemachi on September 24
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Figure 3.  Plan Conceptual Illustration
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